
Upgraded Sports Facilities in Holland Garden  
 
As many of you will have seen, the refurbishment of the tennis courts was completed in the 

Spring of this year.  There are now two excellent all weather tennis courts and the old third court 

now comprises a picnic area, a boules pitch and three table tennis tables.  We are very grateful to 

The London Marathon Charitable Trust for providing the majority of the funding and to LBM for 

providing the residual funding. This is a fantastic facility for the neighbourhood to enjoy and we 

are very pleased to have achieved what has been a long term goal.   

A reminder of what we had:  

Booking a Tennis Court  

The courts are being managed by the park-keeper in Cottenham Park and bookings can be made 

through him by telephone on 020 8540 1606. The current hourly charge for the tennis court is 

Ã5.40 for adults and a concessionary rate of Ã3.75 per hour for under 18ôs, full time students and  

retired residents.  We hope that many of you will enjoy these 

new facilities. 

Railings  

We are delighted to report that work on the railings from the 

top of Pepys Road down to the corner of Cambridge Road 

has been recently completed. The beauty of Holland Garden 

is now opened up for all to see and enjoy.  Our thanks go to 

London Borough of Merton for making this possible. 

 
Gate opening  
A big thank you to the local residents who have opened Holland Garden over the summer. We 
are always looking to increase the number of volunteers. If you would be interested in helping, 
please contact Alan Hancock at: hancockuk@googlemail.com. 
 
Upkeep of the Garden  
As you will have seen, the Garden has looked in excellent shape this year and our thanks go to 
David Byles, Abbie, Martin, Simon and others for their hard work. 
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This is what we now have:  



Girl Guide Camp ðSeptember 2009  
 
During the weekend of 12/13   September, the Garden was closed to 
the public to enable the Girl Guides to celebrate the beginning of their 
Centenary Year with a camp in Holland Garden. This was one of the 
original wishes of Lady Holland when she bequeathed the Garden to 
LBM and we are sure she would have been delighted to know it was 
so well attended and extremely successful.  This type of activity is 
only available to girl guides for up to one week a year and therefore you should not be concerned 
that there has been a relaxation or change in the use of Holland Garden.   

 
Greensleeves Morris Men  
 
In May, Greensleeves Morris Men performed in the Garden.  
This was thoroughly enjoyed by all who had the opportunity to see 
them and we look forward to welcoming them back again next year.  
 
 

 
Hollymount Primary School expansion  
 
In January, we alerted the neighbourhood to the proposed expansion of Hollymount.  Despite a 
large number of objections to the expansion proposals and the submission of an alternative 
scheme which we understand was cheaper and less unfavourable to neighbours, LBM approved 
the expansion based on their plans in the summer and there will now be a construction site in the 
school for the next two years.  On completion, the school will have capacity of almost 500 pupils. 
At the time the possible expansion was announced, we were naturally concerned that the             
reduction in school playgrounds and the doubling of the number of pupils at the school would 
have implications for the use of Holland Garden. To date, LBM has not put forward a firm         
proposal other than to confirm its intention to continue to allow Hollymount to use Holland Garden 
during the school day for PE and other unspecified activities on an informal basis, but they have 
been silent as to the frequency.  In effect, LBM seems to be saying that it will be used at anytime, 
weather permitting. 
 
When Holland Garden was conveyed  to LBM by Lady Holland in 1929, the conveyance was   
subject to certain usage covenants, in particular that the Garden was for the use and enjoyment 
of the general public and for no other purpose.  Any activities which prevent or impact on the use 
or enjoyment by the general public would appear to be in breach of the covenant.  We will have to 
wait and see how this evolves. 
 

Committee Changes  
 
David Hickey who has been our Chairman and one of the founding members of FOHG and his 
wife, Jane, who has been Hon Secretary for the last three years, have notified us of their intention 
to step down at the forthcoming Annual General Meeting.  We would like to place on record our 
thanks to both David and Jane for their valuable contribution over the years which has seen major 
improvements in Holland Garden. 
 
We are delighted to report that we have received two nominations to join the Committee and if 
there are any other members who would like to be nominated, could they please advise Iain  
Carmichael (Hon Treasurer) by no later than 11 November. 
 
Membership  
 
If you are not already a member of the Friends of Holland Garden, please join.  It is important that 
the Garden is preserved and looked after and the more members we have, the better.              
Instructions on how to join and renewal details are on the last page of this newsletter below the 
AGM notice. 


